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SUBJECT: INTERIOR MINISTER ANNOUNCES THAT HUMAN RIGHTS 
LEAGUE WILL BE APPROVED 

REE: TUNIS 3062, TUNIS 2378 

1. MINISTER OF INTERIOR TAHAR BALKHODJA ANNOUNCED ON 
MAY 3 (IN A SPEECH GIVEN TO MEETING OE THE PSD PARTY 
PRESS CELL) THAT THE GOT WOULD SOON APPROVE THE "TUNISIAN 
ASSOCIATION EOR THE DEFENSE OE THE RIGHTS OF MAN" (ALSO 
CALLED THE "LEAGUE FOR THE RIGHTS OF MAN"). THIS IS 

FIRST PUBLIC ACKNOWLEDGEMENT BY GOT OFFICIAL THAT LEAGUE 
WILL BE APPROVED. 

2. IN PRESS ACCOUNTS OF SPEECH THE INTERIOR MINISTER 

ALSO WAS QUOTED ON THE ROLE OF THE PRESS IN TUNISIAN SOCIETY. 
HE IS REPORTED TO HAVE STATED THAT TUNISIA IS PASSING 
THROUGH A DECISIVE PERIOD IN ITS HISTORY, WHICH DEMANDS 
THAT JOURNALISTS BE GIVEN TOTAL LIBERTY TO ANALYZE AND 
COMMENT ON POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC SUBJECTS WITHOUT ANY 
RESTRAINT. BELKHODJA WAS ALSO QUOTED IN SEMI-INDEPENDENT 
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LE TEMPS AS SAYING THAT "WE ARE NO LOGER AFRAID OF 
TRACTS THAT CIRCULATE IN TUNIS NOR OF GROUPS THAT ARE 
SPRINGING UP EVERYWHERE." 

3. ALTHOUGH WE CANNOT ATTEST TO HOW SINCERE BELKHODJA IS 
IN HIS ESPOUSAL OF LIBERALIZATION WITHIN 

THE ONE-PARTY SYSTEM, TOLERANCE FOR OPPOSING VIEWS AND HIS 
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STATEMENTS IN FAVOR OF A VIGOROUS AND FREE PRESS, HE IS THE 
ONLY SENIOR GOT OFFICIAL WHO HAS TAKEN SUCH A PUBLIC STAND 
ON THESE ISSUES. WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE LEAGUE FOR THE 
RIGHTS OF MAN UNDOUBTEDLY CLOSE AT HAND, BELKHODJA HAS 
APPARENTLY CHOSEN TO ANNOUNCE ITS IMPENDING OFFICIAL AUTHORIZA- 
TION NOW IN ORDER TO HEAD OFF EXPECTED CRITICISM FROM THE 
"LIBERAL" ORGANIZERS OF THE CONFERENCE ON PUBLIC LIBERTIES 
PLANNED FOR EARLY JUNE. THIS AND OTHER BELKHODJA STATE- 
MENTS MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN MOTIVATED BY HIS INTEREST IN 
SHOWING HIMSELF AS A POPULAR AND MODERATE ALTERNATIVE, 

SHOULD ONE EVENTUALLY BE CALLED FOR, TO THE GOVERNMENT'S 
AND THE PARTY'S PRESENTLY MORE CONSERVATIVE LEADERSHIP. 
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